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regret; that is, to beg our pardon ? I do not think
that I should; and I could not overlook in reference
to this part of the question the present position of this
country, without troops and without generals* It is
all very well to bluster. It may be true that no attack
upon England would be ultimately successful, but
surely no wise man would omit from his consideration
at such a moment the actual position of his country.
I do not think the state of feeling between France and
England at this moment at all satisfactory. I never
had that overweening confidence in the French alliance
which some people entertained, and I feel that there
is still no small possibility of danger from across the
Channel Now it seems to me that, instead of having
worsened our position by complying with the request
of the French Government, as far as we can without
abandoning our own principles, we have improved it;
we can now say to the French people: " A great crime
against the life of your ruler was plotted in England,
and the means of executing it prepared there ; you
appealed to us to endeavour to prevent such a thing
being done again under the shelter of our hospitality;
we did what we could do, consistently with our English
customs and our English ideas of justice ; we showed
thereby our abhorrence of the crime, and our readiness
to punish those legally convicted of it; but we can do
no more ; more we would not do for the security of
our own citizens, nor even for that of our own sovereign ;
and if you think that you can force us into exchanging
our English freedom and our English justice for the
system which you have chosen to prefer, we are ready
to show you that while we are anxious to give you
every satisfaction which a faithful ally can justly ask
at our hands, we are prepared to shed our blood, if